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M'sia to participate in ATIGA upgrade negotiations 
KUALA LUMPUR: Senior 
Minis ter c u m In te rna t iona l Trade 
a n d I n d u s t r y Min i s t e r D a t u k 
Seri M o h a m e d Azmin Ali says 
Malays ia is c o m m i t t e d t o t a k i n g 
p a r t in t h e Asean Trade in Goods 
A g r e e m e n t (ATIGA) Upgrade 
Nego t i a t i ons to ach ieve ear ly 
resolut ion. 

He e m p h a s i s e d the need to 
e n s u r e hol is t ic a n d inclusive 
e n g a g e m e n t s so t h a t valid 
c o n c e r n s r a i sed by s t akeho lde r s 
a re fu l ly addressed a n d resolved. 

ATIGA Upgrade Nego t i a t ions 
w a s l a u n c h e d v i r t ua l l y b y 
Asean Economic Min i s t e r s in 
con junc t i on w i t h t h e 28 th Asean 
Economic Minis te rs ' (AEM) 
Ret rea t on Wednesday. 

In a s t a t e m e n t yes te rday , 
t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade and 
I n d u s t r y M i n i s t r y (MITI) sa id 
t h e nego t i a t i ons a r e c ruc ia l 
to s t r e n g t h e n in t ra - reg iona l 

t r a d e a n d p r o m o t e a m o r e 
connec ted , inclusive, res i l ient 
a n d compet i t ive region. 

MITI sa id t h e AEM Ret rea t 
e n d e d on a h igh note, w i t h 
m i n i s t e r s c h a r t i n g Asean 's 
Economic Work Plan fo r 2022, 
no tab ly t h e endor semen t of Asean 
Pr ior i ty Economic Del iverables 
(PEDs) 2022, a s p roposed u n d e r 
t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p of Cambodia . 

It said d u r i n g t h e re t rea t , Asean 
Economic M i n i s t e r s a lso ag reed 
to e x t e n d t h e M e m o r a n d u m 
of U n d e r s t a n d i n g on t h e 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of non- ta r i f f 
m e a s u r e s on essent ia l goods unt i l 
2024. 

They h a d also agreed to expand 
t h e p r e s e n t l ist of e s sen t i a l 
goods whi le e m p h a s i s i n g t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e of c o n d u c t i n g an in-
d e p t h s t u d y of t h e i m p a c t on the 
t r ade flow of essent ia l goods. 

"On economic rev i t a l i sa t ion 

a s well a s t h e r e inv igo ra t ion of 
reg iona l t rade , t h e m i n i s t e r s 
were u n a n i m o u s in exp re s s ing 
t h e i r c o m m i t m e n t t o w a r d s 
i m p l e m e n t i n g t h e key PEDs, 
inc lud ing t h e u p g r a d e of t h e 
ASEAN - Aus t ra l ia - New Zealand 
Free Trade Area, f r a m e w o r k for 
p r o m o t i n g the g r o w t h of digi tal 
s t a r t u p ecosys t em and policy 
toolki t on w o m e n mic ro smal l 
m e d i u m en t e rp r i s e s (MSMEs)," it 
said. 

On the r ev iew of Asean-India 
Trade In Goods Agreement , 
MITI sa id Malaysia , be ing t h e 
c o u n t r y coo rd ina to r for Asean-
India economic re la t ions , h a d 
u rged all p a r t i e s to exped i t e t h e 
endor semen t of t he scoping paper 
t o l a u n c h t h e AITIGA rev iew 
nego t i a t i ons at t h e specia l AEM-
India consul ta t ions . 

It a lso sa id Asean Economic 
Min i s t e r s c o n t i n u e d the i r ac t ive 

engagement w i t h Asean Business 
Advi so ry Counci l (ASEAN-BAC) 
w i t h a p r i m a r y f o c u s on the 
impera t ive of r e j u v e n a t i n g t h e 
t o u r i s m a n d av ia t ion sectors , 
a s s i s t i ng MSMEs a n d e m b r a c i n g 
digital economy. 

MITI also sa id t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t he Green 
a n d Sus t a inab le Economy 
Work ing Group to c h a m p i o n 
t h e s u s t a i n a b i l i t y a g e n d a in 
t h e region is a t ime ly m o v e by 
ASEAN-BAC. 

"In t h i s regard , it is n o t e w o r t h y 
t h a t u n d e r t h e p u r v i e w of 
t h e High-Level Task Force 
on Economic In tegra t ion , t h e 
Asean Sec re t a r i a t a n d Economic 
Research I n s t i t u t e for Asean 
a n d Eas t Asia a re finalising t h e 
concept no te on ca rbon neutral i ty, 
an in i t ia t ive t h a t w a s m o o t e d by 
Malays ia las t September," it said. 
— Bernama 
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SUMMARIES
KUALA LUMPUR: Senior Minister c um International Trade and Industry Minister Datuk Seri Mohamed Azmin Ali says Malaysia
is committed t o t a k i ng p a r t in t h e Asean Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA) Upgrade Negotiations to achieve early
resolution. He emphasised the need to ensure holistic and inclusive engagements so that valid concerns raised by stakeholders
are fully addressed and resolved.
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